But God Gave The Increase (1 Corinthians 3:1-9) 

God interrupts our fruitlessness 

Proposition: Every one of God's people can see the supernatural 

increase of God in their lives and in their church by following the three 

instructions gleaned out of the text before us today. 

I. Recognize a Definite Instruction for Our Labors (Vs. 6a) 

A. Definite Instruction about the Field of Labor (Vs. 9b-c) 

B. Definite Instruction about the Fulfillment of Labor (Vs. 9a) 

II. Realize a Diverse Involvement in Our Labors (Vs. 6b) 

A. A Diverse Role of Involvement (Vs. 6a-b; 8a; lOa-c) 

B. A Diverse Reward for Involvement (Vs. 8b; 13) 

III. Rely on a Divine Increase of Our Labors (Vs. 6c) 

A. A Singular Increase of Our Labors (Vs. 7a-b; 8a; 9a) 

B. A Sovereign Increase of Our Labors (Vs. 6c; 7c) 
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1) Dear Member: Our Church membership 1400; Nonresident 
members 75; Balance left to do the work 1325; Elderly who 
have done their share 25 Balance left to do the work 1300; Sick 
and shut-ins 25; Balance left to do the work 1275; Members 
who do not give 350; Christmas and Easter members 300; 
Balance left to do the work 625; Members who are overworked 
300; Balance left to do the work 325; Members with alibis 200; 
Balance left to do the work 125; Members too busy with others 
things 123; Balance left to do the work 2. Unfortunately that is 
the way of it in many churches and these miss out on the 
supernatural increase described in Verse 6. I don't want us to 
miss our on this increase. Every one of God's people can see the 
supernatural increase of God in their lives and in their church by 
following the three instructions gleaned out of the text before 
us today. 

2) ...His field the Church. Every local church should produce the 
fruit of the Spirit; holiness of living; giving of tithes and 
offerings; good works; praise to the Lord; and souls won to 
Christ! 

3) ...are you spectating or participating? Are you sitting on the side 
lines doing nothing or are you in the game active and laboring. 
Many of use need to be like the little lady in one of Sam Jones 
meetings. He had what he called "Quittin' Meetings." People 
would testify to things they were going to quit. One little lady 
got up and said, "I haven't been doing anything and I am going 
to quit that." God gives definite instructions for our labors! 


1) Matthew 25:19 After a long time the lord of those servants 
cometh, and reckoneth with them. 

2) ...a driving incentive to launch us out into endeavors of service 
but to analyze our motives for service. 
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1) ...there is unity of purpose; and there ought to be unity of spirit. 


